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to make a firm alliance with France. Henry was himself
in danger; the princes of the Empire, it seemed, needed
only French aid to make their rebellion successful. His
meeting with Philip did not take place : only three times
in the twelfth century did a Roman emperor speak face
to face with a king of the Franks. But the alliance was
made, and Philip endeavoured to confirm it by a marriage
proposal. He had repudiated Ingeborgis: he sought now
the daughter of the Count Palatine for wife. Hie lady
proved an unexpected obstacle to the international
arrangement; she was already pledged to Henry of
Brunswick, the son of the Lion of Saxony, and she con-
trived to marry him in spite of her father and the
French king, and the Holy Eoman Emperor. The
marriage, instead of leading to war, brought about recon-
ciliation betweenthe Emperor and the house of Brunswick,
and Philip found himself before long opposed by a
coalition of which the Emperor with Richard, his new
vassal, were the prominent members. Philip strained
every nerve to induce Henry to retain his rival in captivity,
but the emperor showed his proposals to Richard, and
thus definitely espoused his cause against the French
king. But Philip was again preserved from any direct
attack of the imperial forces. Henry's Sicilian conquests,
his constitutional projects and dynastic difficulties, kept
him fully employed, and when he died in 1198 Philip
no longer feared Gterman intervention, but was able him-
self to take part in the quarrels of the princes of the
Empire. He threw himself at once upon the side of
the late emperor's brother, in enmity to the Brunswick
house. On June 29,1198, he made a treaty with Philip
of Swabia, and he persistently endeavoured to induce